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March 24, 1981
HT I

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
CHARLESTON, IL--Eastern Illinois University swimmer Jim Hall (McHenry) earned
All-American honors to help pace the Panthers to siXth place in the NCAA II National
Swimming Championship last weekend.
The Panthers scored 126 points, just one short of a fifth place tie.
EIU's best finish since the 1975 squad was third.

It was

The top 12 swimmers place and earn

All-American honors.
Hall, a junior, qualified for All-American honors in three events.

He was fifth

in the 500 freestyle in 4:38.35, just a tenth of a second off the school record, and
placed lOth in the 1650 free in 16:28.
He also swam a leg on the 800 freestyle

relay which was 4th in a school record

6:59.25.
"Jim made tremendous progress this season.

He was our main distance freestyler,

placing high in one (500) and well in the other ( 1650)," said Coach Ray Padovan, who
was chosen NCAA II National 'Coach of the Year'.
"Also he set a school record in the 200 freestyle (1:43.4) when he swam the
opening leg of the 800 relay • • • that counts as a record cause it was a gun start.
"That time would have placed him at nationals but he didn't make the cutoff during
the year to qualify in that individual event."
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